Introduction
Acinetobacter species are becoming a major cause of nosocomial infections and can present major challenges for physicians. Of growing concern is the increase in multidrug resistance exhibited by clinically relevant species. A. baumannii is emerging as a cause of numerous global outbreaks, displaying ever-increasing rates of resistance. 1 
Today, the increasing recovery of multi-drug resistant (MDR)
A. baumannii in the nosocomial setting is a frightening reality. 2 
The Organism
Acinetobacter are pleomorphic, encapsulated, aerobic, nonfermentative gram-negative bacilli (similar in appearance to
Haemophilus influenzae on Gram stain). Acinetobacter species are ubiquitous, living in soil and water. The organism can survive for extended periods in the environment and tolerates both wet and dry conditions. 3 Acinetobacter utilizes a wide variety of carbon and other energy sources and grows well on routine laboratory media. A tendency to retain crystal violet in the cell wall of the organism can lead to incorrect identification as gram-positive cocci. 4 There are over 20 species of Acinetobacter, although the species A. baumannii accounts for >80% of isolates causing human disease. 4 The organism can survive for months on clothing and bedclothes, bed rails, ventilators and other surfaces in the environment, including sinks and doorknobs, making nosocomial transmission extremely difficult to control.
Epidemiology
Acinetobacter is an organism of low virulence, but it is capable of causing infections. A. baumannii is primarily a healthcare-associated pathogen commonly isolated from the hospital environment and hospitalized patients. It is 6 The factors contributing to colonization, virulence, and invasion are being defined. 12 It is often difficult to distinguish between infection and colonization with A.
baumannii. 13 antimicrobial control, and unit closure. 6 The success of these and other approaches for the containment of MDR A.
baumannii depends on the commitment of clinical practitioners, scientists, hospital and public health administrators, and on the support of an informed and concerned public.
